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Using the Auction House 

 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ-in Auction House feature can be somewhat 

overwhelming. Players who have never used it before will be overcome, wondering how much 

to charge for their items, what to expect 

from their auctions, and what to use for 

ōǳȅƻǳǘ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

you with a complete list of every item 

that sells in the auction house or how 

much things sell for. The game has an 

active economy, very much like the real 

world economy you see displayed on tickers and in the newspaper every day ς things change 

often and the prices of your items will never be quite the same. 

For this reasoƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ IƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳ 

know what things sell for. When you learn how to use the Auction House correctly, it will not 

matter what items you are dealing with or how much they have fluctuated; you will know 

where to look and what to expect, making it that much easier to understand what you will be 

getting out of your time there.  

  

Basic Tips for Getting Started in the Auction House 

Many people think they need to head out into the world and spend a couple dozen levels 

moving up in the ranks of the game before they can set foot into the Auction House and start 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƎƻƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ [ŜǾŜƭ м ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ 

advantage of the opportunities this amazing aspect of the game has to offer. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƳƛǎŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ {ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ [ŜǾŜƭ мΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ 

experience point, you can run yourself to the nearest major city and start using the Auction 
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House. In fact, this is exactly what I have done before and it has made me a large sum of gold as 

a result ς ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƭŜǾŜƭƛƴƎ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ 

materials if you want to just start selling and making money.  

This is the most fundamental way to use the Auction House; start a new character run to the 

ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ IƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ 

and sell in a little while, but before we do that, you should stop and take stock of some of the 

things you should understand and be aware beforehand are. 

Like any part of the game, if you jump into the Auction House head first without any kind of 

planning, you are going to have severe problems making any gold. Luckily, I have created for 

you a 7 step preparation process that goes over every aspect of the Auction House that you 

need to understand. You may decide to bypass some of these steps ς things such as Professions 

or grinding ς but keep them in mind as useful possibilities.  
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Your Alternate Character ï An Absolute Must Have for the 

Auction House 

You may already have a character you have been playing for 

some time ς a character who is at level 70 and has a few 

gold, or maybe just a character at level 25 who you are 

having fun with. Either way, this character will never set foot 

in the Auction House and there are three reasons why. 

1. ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ς Running back and forth to 

Auction Houses every time your bags are full is a 

huge waste of time. Just think about it. Even if you have 4 bags with 20 slots, you still 

only have 96 slots ς those will be full within 2 or 3 hours of grinding and then you have 

ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǘƻǿƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ƛƴŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ƛŦ 

you just run to a mailbox and send everything off to your Alt character, you will only 

waǎǘŜ р ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅǎΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

not wasting any time at all.  

 

2. ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ς To be successful at the Auction House, you need to be 

able to disenchant items. To make gold in the field, you need to have professions that 

result in good cash ς mining, herbalism, skinning, etc. You can only have two 

professions, so the logical conclusion is that you need a second character. 

Unfortunately, you cannot level up enchanting higher than 5 times your level so you 

need a character at a higher level to use the skills to enchant higher level gear ς if you 

are serious about the auction house, you will need a high level character (at least 70, 

probably 80) who can disenchant at 400+. 
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3. ¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ gold ς If you split your professions, have to run back and forth, 

and waste 30 minutes for every 2 hours you spend grinding, you will almost assuredly 

start vendoring items you should not. It happens all the time and you can miss out on 

large amounts of gold this way. An Alt can sell everything you get in the field on the 

!ǳŎǘƛƻƴ .ƭƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŎƻƛƴΦ  

So, it should now be obvious to you that the only real course of action is to have an Alternate 

character that works only on the Auction block, but what does that involve.  

First, create your character. Choose a good name that people will readily ignore when they look 

at your auctions. If you choose something that stands out too much, people will have an 

opinion of you. Whether good or bad, you want them only to look at your items and their 

prices, not your name. 

Second, get your character to the nearest town. You can use the Auction House starting at Level 

1, but if you run through the zone at Level 1, be careful that you do not get attacked by any 

wandering mobs. For the most part, your home city should not be very far away. However, I 

recommend that if you are Alliance, you choose Human, Dwarf, or Gnome so you can get to 

Ironforge or Stormwind and that if you are Horde, you choose Ogre, Troll, or Undead so you can 

reach Orgrimmar or Undercity. The other Auction Houses are less frequented and harder to 

reach. 

When you reach the city, your alternate character will need a few things. Have your main 

character send 1 or 2 gold over to them to make sure they have what they need to get started. 

If you can, send over more gold so that you can buy bags as well. 

Finally, make sure you have enough storage space to hold everything you will be selling, 

disenchanting, and maneuvering on and off the auction block. If you can afford it, buy all four 

16 or 18 slot bags right away. If not, do so as soon as possible.  
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/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΤ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƭǘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ IƻǳǎŜΦ bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 

understand what you can do with them.  



 

 Seattle Freelance  
Quality content for an affordable price  

Page 9 of 47 

 

The Role of Professions in the Auction House 

Using the profession guide included in this Gold Guide, you should already be started along the 

path to making solid profits with your profession. Almost every profession in the game (with a 

couple of unfortunate exceptions) can be hugely profitable when used in conjunction with the 

Auction House. Ingredients, materials, recipes, and completed goods can all be sold for more 

gold than what was paid for them,  

Your alternate character will likely only have the one profession ς enchanting. However, your 

main character should have two solid professions that can be leveraged for profit in the Auction 

House.  

To get started, you need to learn which of the items you can provide will generate the most 

profit. For those with recipe based professions, including you blacksmiths, leatherworkers, 

tailors, engineers, and alchemists, it is vital to make sure you choose the most profitable recipes 

that will allow you to easily find ingredients, spend minimally, and make a solid profit all at the 

same time. 

Some of the most profitable items tend to be those that are 

used for the purposes of reagents, bags, quivers, ammo 

pouches, and consumables are generally always profitable. 

Otherwise, you should only make items that are at least green. 

Grey and white crafted goods are often a waste of time and 

gold and only really exist to help you level up your skills in 

your profession. 

You will learn over time which items you can craft are the best 

and which are a waste of time; additionally your second profession will directly affect what you 

do. If you are an alchemist and also an herbalist, your materials will be easier to acquire as you 
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Ŏŀƴ ŦŀǊƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ  CƻǊ ƴƻǿΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎ 

and how you will be interacting with it as you go forward. 
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The Right Tools 

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƳǳŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

best served is to grab Auctioneer, the single best tool for Auction House use in the game. It is 

ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ млл҈ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ 

better idea of what prices you can expect in the future for the same items and how much profit 

you can make on your items as you progress.  

If you attempt to just start buying random items from the Auction House to resell, you will lose 

money. Having the right tools will 

ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

looking at, how much you can expect 

to spend, and what that means for 

your gold making efforts.  

Two other good tools to consider 

adding to your repertoire are Lootlink, 

a tool that makes it easy to quickly 

and easily see the drop rates, values, 

and profitability for every item you 

have. Finally, CT_MailMod makes it 

possible to send up to 21 items to another character at one time, nearly doubling the built in 

limit of 12 and making it easier to pass items back and forth between your main and ALT 

character as you play off the Auction House.  

In addition, you should work on developing a few simple quick macros to your interface to 

ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴŜΦ ¢ƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƴŜǿ ƳŀŎǊƻǎΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘȅǇŜ άκƳŀŎǊƻέ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǿέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛŎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŎǊƻΦ 
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Now, enter the information for the macro that you want to create, including which actions it 

should perform. Place the macro on your hotbar and be ready to use it quickly and easily.  We 

will go over which specific macros you can use a bit later on.  
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Tracking Trends 

When using the Auction House, make sure you keep track of everything you notice. Auctioneer 

will help you scan and track the trends of items for what they sell, but it will not necessarily 

allow you to keep track of specific bits of information you might need. To do this, you should 

keep a journal and make sure to watch it carefully. If you see that there have been very few of a 

popular item on the Auction House for a few weeks at a time, you may want to start buying 

those out and farming them so you can raise the price.  

 

Noting the Changes 

If you notice a flooding of things that normally sell for a lot, you may want to start buying them 

out and holding them until demand is 

higher than supply again. Whatever you 

notice, make sure to take notes and act on 

your observations. When you know what 

yƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ Řŀǘŀ 

laying around to back those observations 

up, you can be that much more successful 

ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ǘǿƛǎǘǎ 

and turns. 

Another good way to track trends is to hit 

up forums and popular WoW websites like 

Allakhazam or WoWHead where thousands 

of players gather and discuss the current rates, trends and developments with items, quests, 

and their values.  
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If you can maintain a good grip on the pulse of the in-game economy you can often do much 

better than someone who is simply guessing half the time.  

 

Looking Across the Spectrum 

Whenever you approach the Auction House, you should be sure that you are looking for every 

possible section that might provide a solid deal on items there. This includes cloth, weapons, 

armor, potions, gems, herbs, ore, quest items, enchanting material, recipes, vanity items, and 

vendor items. Make sure you always look through each and every section whenever you enter 

the Auction House and do the requisite scans with Auctioneer to make sure you have data on 

every item you could possible purchase.  

Whether you are using your Alt simply to sell what you gather through your main or to actively 

run the Auction House as a buyer and seller, you will notice that the best way to be successful is 

to look at the market as a whole. Those who focus only on one small niche may never find a 

good deal.  

There are some specific items and 

item niches that you should of 

course look into before the rest. 

Quest items, any profession items, 

recipes, or materials, and reputation 

items are always better than a 

weapon or armor because the 

demand is much higher. Things like 

rings, trinkets, armor, and weapons ς 

unless they are rare or epic ς can be 
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hit or miss and might require multiple attempts to sell, simply because not everyone needs 

ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǇƎǊŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ [ŜǾŜƭ плΦ  

However, there are some specific instances when this is not the case. For example, you can 

always make a lot of money of Twink items, even for extremely low levels. The more often you 

can find the best available weapons for any level character, the better you will do in terms of 

how much money you can make with them in the Auction House.  
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Buy Low, Sell High 

The crux of my strategy in the World of Warcraft Auction House has always been the simplest 

strategy around ς ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭƭ ƘƛƎƘΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǎȅΦ aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ IƻǳǎŜ 

solely to sell the items their mains gather. 

There is nothing wrong with this and you 

will probably still do this, but the best way 

to make huge sums of gold quickly is to 

simply buy items from the Auction House 

that are selling too low and resell them 

when demand is up.  

As soon as you learn to read the market 

properly, this method will net you 

thousands of gold regularly; in some cases 

ǿŜƭƭ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƎǊƛƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΤ LΩǾŜ 

ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ 

might think.  

 

Scanning the Market 

Now that you have Auctioneer installed, you are going to get very used to scanning. This basic 

step involves using the built in tools that Auctioneer provides to perform scans of the products 

currently for sale on the market and to pick them off at prices well below what you could have 

normally acquired them for. 

Lƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀ ά{Ŏŀƴέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǿǎŜ ǘŀō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ 

screen. Every time you log into your alt character and visit the auction house, you will want to 
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use the Scan button to make sure you have a good database of information to work with when 

you look through items. Basically, what this does is scans the entire Auction House for items 

selling, building a list of their prices, buyouts, and how many are available. In a few days you 

will start to build an ongoing database that provides you with up to date supply and demand 

data. You can look and see what items can sell for when demand is at its highest, what they sell 

for when there is none, and whether you can pick off an incredible deal from someone who 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛǘŜƳ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǘƘΦ 

After the first week of scanning, do not start to get lax. It does take about 10 minutes to run the 

scan, but if there is a patch or something happens to affect the market substantially, you might 

not be able to keep up with those changes, making your data less accurate. 

 

Bring on the Profits 

Now is when you can start making massive profits for no more work than buying and selling 

items that are already listed freely. Another great tool that you will be able to take advantage 

of if you are savvy enough is the Enchanced Tool Tip. This tool will provide you with an extra 

little window of information whenever you mouseover an auction. For example, if you were to 

mouse over an auction for a crafted item that sells for 15 gold and see that the pattern for that 

particular item was sold by a vendor in Desolace for 65 silver, you would immediately know that 

there is potential for ridiculous profit. The next step would be to send your main character out 

to Desolace to pick up the pattern and bring it back.  

In addition to just uncovering places to make a profit in the world at large, you can uncover 

quick ways to make profits in the Auction House itself with this little tool. For example, if you 

list a pattern on the Auction House, you will notice that the default price is set to very low 

because vendors sell them for so little. You 

would be shocked how many people simply 

accept the cost that the game recommends 
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to them when they list items, making it possible for you to swipe those items for very little.  

If you notice that an item sells for 15 gold and you do a search for the pattern and see one or 

two of them selling for only 25 silver, buy them quickly. You can then either teach yourself the 

pattern and start crafting those items for big profits, or you can resell the patterns themselves 

for big profits.  

For yourself, ignore the recommended starting prices and buyouts that WoW offers and use 

those that Auctioneer provides. These are developed using the database of prices you have 

been gathering for the past few days and give you a much more substantial starting price that 

can actually bring you in solid profits. However, always make sure your buyout price is not any 

greater than those that are already for sale. This is a very important part of the process that 

many people overlook. 

If you get a good deal on 4 patterns that were selling for very little and look at Auctioneer to 

find your starting price, you might list them all for 10 golŘ ŜŀŎƘΦ ¸ƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 

ŀ оу ƎƻƭŘ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜƭƭ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

exact same items up for auction at the moment and they have listed them for less. 

In these instances you have two options. First, you can wait until the market has fewer options 

and sell yours for more, or you can buyout the lower priced items and reset the prices on all of 

them. You may not make any gold on the ones you buyout, but you guarantee your profits on 

the ones you did get a good deal on. More on this strategy in a little bit though. 

 

Additional Auctioneer Features  

 

There are two more solid features in Auctioneer that you should know about when buying low 

and selling high. They make it possible to streamline your efforts even further. 
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1. /auctioneer broker Command ς This little feature makes it possible to keep track of 

what is selling for a good price even if you are nowhere near an Auction House. I 

recommend setting this up for your main character and if you are ever out in the world 

running it every hour or two to see if anything has come up for a great deal. This way, 

you can quickly logout of your main and back into your alt and take advantage of a good 

deal. 

 

2. Auctioneer Search Feature ς The enhanced search feature allows you to see much more 

information than you ever could before in the Auction House interface. When you do a 

search, your results will now show more than just the basic information you are used to. 

Now you will be given comparison information against current auctions and everything 

you have scanned in the past in your database. You will even be given a small number 

that tells you how much you might be able to profit on an item if you sell it for what it is 

truly worth. This will help make sure you minimize how much money and time you 

waste on items that might not provide that great of a profit.  

 

¢ƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ LΩƳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ 

what a successful Auction Transaction would consist of.  

Say for example you do a search for recipes and find that one is selling with a buyout of 10 gold. 

You look at the second column that says Profit and see that you could make 25 gold off of it. 

Someone has listed an item that normally sells for as much as 35 gold for only 10 gold. This is a 

great chance to make a solid profit. So, you 

purchase the item, run to your mailbox 

and pull it out, return to the Auction house 

and do another search of just that item. 

Make sure there are no other items that 
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are underselling the current market value. If you see any that are selling for less than 35 gold, 

either wait until they are over or purchase them as well. Now, list your pattern for 35 gold and 

enjoy your massive profits. 

 

An In Game Stock Market Done Right 

Basically, what you are dealing with in World of Warcraft is an in game economy that very 

closely mirrors the real world one. And if you were to give your money to a broker to buy stock 

for you, you would expect that they make solid, well informed decisions. Your main character 

expects the same of your alt and that means doing a bit of research. Know the market prices for 

items, be sure to gather as much information as possible and always double check any 

transaction you are about to make.  

Many people get impulsive after some time and when impulse takes over, mistakes start 

getting made. You must ensure you always have the best possible information on hand ς always 

ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ƛǘ ǎƻƭŜƭȅΦ ¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΣ ƪŜŜǇ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛƴ 

regularly, and never try to make a quick gold without checking everything listed above first.  
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Controlling the Market 

The final strategic step to being successful in the Auction House is to make sure you are always 

in control of the cost of the items you are trying to sell. As I mentioned above, you do not want 

to waste any of your money by buying out low priced items and trying to resell them when 

other people are still undercutting your prices. 

The best way to combat this possibility is to simply spend a few minutes making sure there are 

no other auctions lower than yours. This comes down to making sure you do not explicitly trust 

the Auctioneer software every time. There is always a human element; make sure you are 

involved in the process as much as possible.  

When you buyout an item or if you are crafting or farming certain goods with your main 

character, you want to prep the market to be as high as possible. No one sells stocks when they 

are low and they know they will go back up eventually. It is poor financial planning and the 

same stands true for WoW. 

 

The Process 

So, the best thing you can do is check the prices of the items you are about to sell and see 

where they stand at the moment. Auctioneer provides a detailed breakdown of how much 

these items are normally worth and how much profit you can expect to make in most instances. 

This is a great advantage for a few different reasons. First, you now know that you are not out 

of line asking what you are asking for your items; there are just a few people out there who are 

underselling for some reason or another. They may not know what they have or they may 

simply not care about making gold and just want to get rid of their items. 

²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘime to do 

something about it. The best way to do this is to start taking control of the market. First, make 
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sure you are not going to lose money in the process. Check the fees on listing your item and 

then check the profit margin on the items that are underselling you. If the profit margin 

according to Auctioneer is greater than the listing cost, buy them all out. If you can be the only 

person on the market with a certain item, you can control what the cost of that item is. 

 

Doing it Properly 

Of course, a common mistake many people make when they do this is to list all of the items 

they just bought back on the Auction House right away. This is also a bad idea. Part of running 

the Auction House is that you must control the supply. If an item sells for 35 gold and you post 

мн ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ 

want that item. 

However, if you post 2 or 3 at a time and make the price 40 gold, you can probably sell them 

faster and for more gold in the process because you create an artificial instance in which supply 

is low. This is a great way to resell such items without losing any gold. This can work for crafted 

goods and drops alike, but beware of some items.  

Sometimes, with things like cloth or certain craft goods, there can be as many as 150 items 

listed at once. The cost of running this market is much higher and much more time consuming. 

But, if you can take control of it anyways and be the only provider of any given item, you can 

dictate its value and make a much greater profit in the process.  
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Important Tips and Strategies 

The following tips are designed to make your Auction House endeavors just a little bit more 

successful without costing you any additional gold in the process.  

 

Buyouts 

Always make sure your items have a buyout. Most of the time, people are too impatient to wait 

a full 24 or 48 hours for an auction to complete and will just look for another item with a 

buyout, even if the price is a bit higher than they would like. You will waste a lot of gold if you 

fail to have a buyout as you will then have to relist your items time and again. Not only that, but 

most buyout auctions are completed within a few minutes or hours, allowing you to make more 

money faster than if you used a traditional auction format. The faster you get paid, the faster 

you can turn around your profit and make something of it. Always keep this in mind. 

 

Starting Bids 

Your starting bids should always be something relatively random. For whatever reason, it has 

been psychologically proven that people react better to numbers that give an impression of 

discount or alteration. If someone sees something list for 12 gold, they see a boring, round 

number. If they see the same item listed for 12 gold 37 silver, they are drawn more to it.  

Additionally, if you are creating hundreds of auctions a day, the extra 30 or 40 silver you add on 

to each auction can result in another 40 or 50 gold a day, simply by boosting up the price a bit. 

In addition, using  an odd number will cause many people to think this is the Auction House 

default and make them much more willing to believe that the price you have entered is the 

correct price and not a carefully researched maximum. 
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Sniping Low Bids 

Because no one likes to bid on Auctions without buyout prices, you can often find some 

amazing deals by looking for these types of auctions. A good way to take advantage of these is 

to search for low prices and low time left in the auction. Often times, you can find items that 

are much more valuable ending within a few hours for only a few gold. Bid the minimum in 

these cases and you may get very lucky and in the item for a supremely low price. Even rare and 

epic items have been known to go for as little as 30% of their actual value because someone 

neglected to place a buyout price on them. 

 

Auction Length 

Always set your auctions for at least 24 hours. Auctions that are only 2 or 8 hours long are 

pointless, especially if you are relying solely on buyouts. Not only does this cut down on how 

much extra gold you have to spend on relisting items; it makes it possible for more people to 

ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǘ о ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

morning Pacific Time in the United States, your items might not get any good views in a 2 or 8 

hour auction. However, 24 hours assures that everyone sees it over the course of the day  if 

someone buys it out sooner, all the better. 

 

Using the Trade Channel 

A great way to boost your auctions, 

especially if you have rare or epic items 

up for sale, is to use the Trade Channel 

to announce your auction to the entire 

city. Rather than relying solely on the 
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Auction House for people to see your item they can then find it simply by reading their chat 

window. Then, if they are interested, they can return to the Auction House and make a 

purchase. Many times, you can end your auctions within about 10 minutes by using this 

strategy. There are many items that people will need but have not looked for in a little while or 

were unable to find when they searched the Auction House before.  

 

Constantly Shifting 

 

One thing that many people forget too easily is that the in-game economy is constantly shifting. 

There are a number of factors involved in this, including: 

 

¶ New Patches 

¶ Seasonal Items 

¶ Upcoming Expansions 

¶ Server Maintenance 

¶ Population Spikes and Drops 

¶ Time of the Day 

¶ Weather and Time of Year 

 

It might seem unlikely that the time of year can affect the value of a certain item at any given 

ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ Řƻ Ƨust that. When the Burning 

Crusade Expansion pack released in January of 2007, the cost of nearly everything related to 

the new Jewelcrafting profession skyrocketed. Copper Ore, the easiest mining objective in the 

game was selling for as much as 5 gold per stack. It was an economic boon. For weeks after the 

launch, high end items from Outland sold for ridiculous prices as the number of Level 70 

characters remained extremely low; demand was high and supply was almost non-existent. The 
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same thing happened with Wrath of the Lich King when Inscription was added and herbs 

became instantly worth three times as much for weeks.  

 

The same basic effect can occur when things are normal in the economy though. If one 

particular player oversaturates the market with an item, the price for that item can plummet as 

many people get what they need and no more are purchased as a result. 

 

The best way to combat these rapid changes is to remain constantly vigilant of the economy 

and what people are in need of.  

 

 

When is Downtime? 

 

The game goes down occasionally for regularly scheduled maintenance and for this reason, you 

can make a good deal of profit off of people who made the mistake of listing their items on the 

market beforehand.  

 

As discussed before, no one likes to bid on auctions ς they prefer buyouts. As a result, it is often 

the case that auctions with low starting bids will still be untouched just before a server 

maintenance time or restart occurs. This is your window to go in and bid on as many of them as 

possible. WhƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜǊ ƛǎ ŘƻǿƴΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ 

neglect to check the auction house when a new patch or maintenance occurs. They are more 

interested in checking the new content out or continuing their previous actions. This makes it 

easier for you to win things at a much reduced price.  

 

 

Post Weekend Low Populations 
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On Sundays and early Monday mornings, you can take advantage of a sure trend in the game, 

the regular drop in population that occurs after the weekend. People usually spend Friday and 

Saturday grinding and raiding, which means Sunday is Auctioning day. You can often find a 

great deal of items and a flux of items that have oversaturated the market (as well as a great 

deal of underperforming auctions). No one wants to relist their items here because these are 

not regular Auction House participants. They would rather undercut each other and make solid 

profit and that means if you do a bottom scan, you will find some ridiculously good prices.  

 

 

Be Wary of Good Deals on Epics and 

Rares 

 

If you see a great deal on an epic or 

rare item, of course you want to pick 

it up. But, make sure you are actually getting as good a deal as you think you are. Often times, 

listing prices for an Epic can be as high as 10 or 20 gold, making it necessary for you to profit 

more than this to make it worth your while. You also want to make sure the item sells the first 

time out or you will have to pay again, so you cannot overprice it. Take all of these factors into 

consideration when listing higher level gear or items to make sure you profit as much as 

possible.  

 

 

Items You Should Be Looking For 
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There are some items that you should always look for before any others. Every time you log 

into your alt account, update your scan data and look through these item areas to make sure 

you find any deals that might occur in their categories: 

 

¶ Twink Items 

¶ Leveling Items 

¶ Questing Items 

¶ Jewelcrafting Gems 

¶ Recipe Materials 

¶ Consumables 

¶ Reputation Items 

¶ Raid Items 

¶ Rare Recipes 

¶ Rare Plans 

¶ Rare Formulas 

¶ Any Items that do not have listing fees 

 

Any of these items will sell immediately and can often be sold for higher than market value if 

you can take control of the market. People need them right away and are willing to pay 

whatever it takes to get them right away for this reason.  

 

 

Best Time to Sell 

 

The best time to list an item in the Auction House is during the heaviest server volumes, which 

are usually Fridays and Saturdays. You want to make sure you list your auctions just 

before these times to take advantage of the influx of players. Your goal should 




